ONE  WORLD :   TWO WARS
could be arranged with the least possible delay. Prince Konoye
feels confident that all problems and questions at issue can be dis-
posed of to our mutual satisfaction during the meeting with the
President, and he ended our conversation with the statement that
he is determined to bring to a successful conclusion the proposed
reconstruction of relations with the United States regardless of cost
or personal risk.
THE EMBASSY COUNSELLOR TALKS WITH
KONOYE'S PRIVATE SECRETARY
September 18, 1941
Eugene Dooman, our Counsellor at the Embassy, to-day submitted
this report of his conversation with Tomohiko Ushiba, private
secretary to the Japanese Premier, Prince Konoye :
Mr. Ushiba called me on the telephone yesterday afternoon
at my house, asking whether he could call on me immediately.
I told Mr. Ushiba that I had gone to bed with a cold, but that
if he wished to risk the chances of an infection I would be glad
to see him for a short while. Mr. Ushiba arrived at about five
o'clock and stayed until shortly before seven.
Mr, Ushiba asked whether the Ambassador had received any
comment from Washington on his report of the meeting which
recently took place between the Ambassador and the Prime
Minister. I replied that the Secretary of State had telegraphed
in appreciative terms concerning the attitude and views of Prince
Konoye, but that a paper which Admiral Nomura had handed
in to the State Department on September 4 had so confused
matters that the Ambassador had not felt that he had sufficient
material to warrant his asking for a further meeting with the Prime
Minister.
Mr. Ushiba said that the cabinet had been completely upset
by the information which Mr. Grew gave Admiral Toyoda on
September 10 with regard to the action of Admiral Nomura. He
said that Admiral Nomura had received from Prince Konoye a
draft which was responsive to the American draft of June ai,
but that in view of the cabinet crisis in Japan, Admiral Nomura
had not handed in that document. He had instead written a
brief letter to the Secretary of State which was not in any way
helpful. Mr. Ushiba gathered 'that the Nomura paper of
September 4 was not the draft received from Tokyo, for the reason
that one of the basic ideas of the Japanese Government has been
right along to have recourse to the good offices of the President
in opening up a path between Japan and China—and apparently
Admiral Nomura's paper of September 4 made no reference to
the good offices of the President.
I then explained to Mr. Ushiba the combination of circum-

